SUNCOAST EMMAUS
NEWSLETTER # 104

JAN.-FEB. 2008

CHECK THE WEB SITE OFTEN!
www.suncoastemmaus.com

To Our SunCoast Emmaus Community

A letter from the 2008 Lay Director to the Emmaus Community.

Remember - Remember - Remember
Do you remember when you were asked to go on the Walk to Emmaus.
Do you remember scratching you head and looking for the right words to say no, well maybe, I'm not sure, I
will let you know. Or ~ maybe you said, “Yes,” but did not know what it was all about. Remember feeling
apprehensive. But then you said, “OK. don't ~ get pushy!”
Do you remember Thursday and Friday maybe feeling a little relaxed and maybe starting to enjoy yourself
just a little bit?
Do you remember some of the friends you were beginning to make and finding out you were not alone?
Do you remember Saturday that you were completely relaxed and now really making lifelong buddies?
Do you remember that one of these buddies turned out to be your best buddy & Savior Jesus Christ?
Do you remember that Sunday you may have wanted to stay a few more days?
Do you remember the Great food & Fellowship?
Do you remember serving on a team?
Do you remember seeing new people arriving Thursday apprehensive, just as you were?
Do you remember watching how quiet & a bit confused they were the first two days, just as you were?
Do you remember the overwhelming joy you felt when those quiet & confused looks began to shine with
Joy, Love and  happiness, just as you did?
Do you remember that we have been commanded to go and make disciples of all nations?
Suncoast Emmaus Community for 2008 and beyond, let's keep remembering and sharing the Joy, Love &
Happiness you experienced on your weekend. Remember to pass it on.!
God Bless all of you

Ron Caminiti

Dates for upcoming Gatherings

February 23rd Post walk Gathering St James United Methodist Church, Sarasota 5:00 pm
March 15th Old Miakka United Methodist Church 6:00 pm

April 19th Port Charlotte United Methodist church 6:00pm

A Note from the Education Director;

Greetings to all Emmaus Community members. My job on the board is to generate and distribute
educational materials to all corners of the Suncoast Emmaus Community — general membership, reunion
groups, gatherings, etc. If you have any items that you think would be informative and uplifting for general
distribution, please send them to me at ssmithkly@aol.com. I may not use every item, but I promise to read
them all and evaluate them fairly. You will be hearing more from me this year! DeColores, Steve Smith



http://www.suncoastemmaus.com
mailto:ssmithkly@aol.com/

FROM KAREN YEAGER - OUTGOING SECRETARY

Ten years ago [ made my Walk at Suncoast Emmaus, Walk #10. Our lives (my husband Richard and I)
have changed so much and I can only thank our dear Lord for placing that one person next to me in the
choir who kept pestering me to attend a “Walk to Emmaus”. There were four couples who attended that set
of walks and we formed a reunion group, “The Friday Faithfuls”. We were blessed when three other
couples joined us that had been on earlier walks. From the original fourteen of us, all of us have
volunteered to be on a team with eight of us being blessed to serve as Lay Director. Five of us have served
on the Board of Directors. I share this with you since before our walk, we did not know any of those in this
reunion group and probably would not have if we had not attended that walk at that time. God was
watching out for us! Idon’t know the number of pilgrims all of us have sponsored, but a few years after
the walk, our reunion group had to split as we became too large to fit in our homes. Now, each group has
about 20 members. We continue to meet and support each other. Last year one of them had a “calling” to
start a new community closer to our homes in Brandon. In as much as it will be difficult to break away
from active participation in Suncoast, a new challenge was in our path. The purpose of the Walk to
Emmaus is to make leaders for our churches, all of which has happened. I personally have been blessed to
have so many friends from Pine Island, Venice, Sarasota, Bradenton, Palmetto, Parrish, etc. and don’t ever
wish to loose contact with them. Please don’t forget me while I finish my term on the Board of Directors
as your secretary. We will come visit at gatherings or walks and please come join us in Brandon. The
invitation is always open. Decolores, my sisters and brothers!

Karen Yeager
A LETTER OUR NEW REGISTRAR

Kathy Henson: I attend Manatee UMC; I am a Mother of 2 sons that have blessed me with 3
grandsons, all living nearby. I have been in FL since 1989 coming from Ft Worth, TX. I am still a
Cowboy fan!! Was active in Lay Witness program in TX and I am thrilled to be a participant with
Suncoast Emmaus. My walk opened my eyes to understanding God is in control and He has the plan
for me...my part is to be willing, prayerful, grateful and loving, He does the rest! My reunion group
sisters are my support system and prayer partners that I would have never met if not for my walk
and God's plan! It is a pleasure to serve you as Registar.

FROM YOUR NEW COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

My name is Don Hepler and I took my walk at Suncoast Emmaus walk 31 where I sat at the table of Luke.
My wife Sharon of 46 years and I moved to Venice full time in 1999 after being snow birds for ten years.
We moved from Illinois and left our three children and four grandchildren up north.

We have been active members of Grace United Methodist Church in Venice for almost ten years.
We chair the evangelism committee and run the care core as well as substitute as a Sunday School teacher.
We really enjoy our wonderful Church

FROM THE TREASURER, DORRIS WASSON

Thank you, thank you! The our offerings this year were very generous! Let me share with you what some of
our fixed bills are: Trailer tag $21.35, Nationwide Insurance $765.25, Music License $101.00, Mailing
permit $175.00, P.O. Box $40.00, Incorporation fee $61.25, Web hosting $864.00, and this year the By-
laws/voting postage $418.20. Total $2,446.05.

We paid DaySpring for the 5 walks there $39,949.00. Most of that was paid by team and pilgrim fees.
Monies given at gatherings helped with scholarship assistance for pilgrims and a couple team members. The
local supplies(pencils, paper, notebooks, etc. for walks) and Upper Room materials came to $1,147.30. We
also reimburse the churches where gatherings are held for utilities. One reason we need to use the website
for information and newsletter is that money spent on communication this year was $1,891.47. I hope you



realize that the offerings are needed and frugally spent! Thank you for your generosity! It surely makes my
job easier!

About your New Quartermaster, Lee Martin

Lee is a general contractor in Bradenton, and specializes in low -income housing. He has introduced many
innovations in building techniques which are being used to provide sturdy and economical housing for
families whose income is limited, and need affordable, inexpensively maintained homes.

He is an active member of the Rotary Club of West Bradenton Florida and is Past President for 2004 —
2005. He is also a member of the Manatee County HBA (Home Builder's Association). Lee is an elder of
Palma Sola Presbyterian Church. While he has been a member of a number of committees, he currently
serves on building & grounds at Palma Sola as well as serving on the Representation Committee for the
Peace River Presbytery. He has been nominated to be a Commissioner at the Presbyterian Church USA
general assembly in California in July 2008.

He is a founding board member of Manatee County Family Promise / Interfaith Hospitality Network, Inc.
and of Manatee Community Coalition on Homeless. His focus with the MCCH is working with government
and the community to build the proposed One Stop Resource Center for homeless individuals and families.

He is an active member of the SunCoast Emmaus Community and attends gatherings throughout this
community and others. Lee took his walk at the SunCoast Emmaus walk number 31. He has worked as a
Pal, and as an Assistant Table Leader. He served as a Table Leader at the October walk number 46. Lee
meets weekly with the Fishers of Men reunion group in Bradenton.

Lee is married to Linda, who is also active in Emmaus, having taken her walk on Suncoast walk 32. She
has served as a Pal, Assistant Table Leader and as a Table Leader. She is involved with the Net Menders
reunion group in Bradenton.

If you have any issues or information dealing with the supplies and/or equipment for the walks, please
contact him.

REPORT FROM THE JANUARY GATHERING

The January Gathering at Grace United Methodist Church, Venice, was well attended, and everyone had a
good time with the delicious supper served there. The Grace Praise team sang several songs for us, and it
was a rousing experience. The audience participated enthusiastically in the singing. Geary Rowell gave an
interesting and inspiring 4" day talk, emphasizing our need for God’s guidance and presence in our
everyday lives, and demonstrating vividly the role of Prevenient Grace in our fortunes in life. Our new
Community Lay Director, Ron Caminiti introduced the new board members. That list, with names and
addresses will be part of the web site shortly. The gathering ended with communiuon, as usual, and it was
ably celebrated with Bill Caldwell as celebrant.

If you have not been coming to gatherings and special events, please reconsider. We have a good time
together, learn something, sing praise to the Lord, have a good meal, and enjoy our fellowship together
thoroughly. Each gathering now begins at 6:00 P.M., except for post-walk events, which begin for the
pilgrims at 5:00. We especially request your presence at those gatherings, since we emphasize on their
walks the importance of the entire 4™ day experience, part of which is the gatherings. THE NEXT POST-
WALK GATHERING IS FEB. 23 AT ST JAMES METHODIST CHURCH, SARASOTA, STARTING AT
5:00 PM FOR TEAMS AND PILGRIMS, 6:00 PM FOR OTHERS. IT IS VERY CLOSE TO I-75, SO
PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND! Steve Smith, Education Coordinator.



